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Plumpton Stores & Post Office 

Your local village store is now open: 
 

6.00am to 7.30pm Monday to Friday 

7.00am to 7.00pm Saturday  

7.00am to 1.00pm Sunday 

8.00am to 1.00pm Bank Holidays 
 

01273 890229 

 

DRIVER TRAINING 
CAR, LGV, PCV, FLT, HIAB 

 

40 East View Fields 
Plumpton Green   BN7 3EF 

Tel: 01273 890410 
www.hillsofplumpton.co.uk 

Z. R. LANDSCAPES 
Landscaping 

Fencing 
Hedge Cutting and Treework 

Turf Laying 
Driveways 

Patios 
     And More 
Zac Robins 
landscape@nsza.co.uk 
CONTACT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

07949 220721 

Eastwood Heating & Plumbing 
 

Keep your energy bills low by making sure your boiler is serviced regularly.  A well 
serviced boiler keeps your energy consumption low and can Identify faults early, 

avoiding expensive breakdown cost.  
 

Plumpton Green based Heating Engineer 
for all Oil and Gas appliances 

 please call James on 07876 294262 or 01273 890526          
104339   528262 
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Thursday 10th October 
 

Trevor Weekes 
Wildlife Rescue 

2  - 4 pm  
 

For more details contact: 
Cherie 01273891592 

Jumble Sale in Support of the 
Village Hall 

Saturday 26 October 2.00 - 4.00 

Please bring Jumble to the Hall before 
10.00 

We cannot accept electrical items, 
duvets or large items of furniture 

Refreshments, Tombola and lots of 
bargains 
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w w w . p l u m p t o n p c . c o . u k   

Plumpton Parish Council  

 
 
After the summer break there was a packed 
agenda for the Parish Council at our meeting 
on Tuesday 10th September.  As always the 
minutes are available to all on the Parish 
Council web site.  
 
New Pavilion Project 
Our planning application has now been 
validated and is live on the Lewes District 
Council website; the application reference is 
LW/24/0565. 
The target decision date is given as 
30th October.  Assuming the plan is approved 
the hard work of fund raising can begin. The 
Council are contracting with a Quantity 
Surveyor to get as accurate an estimate of 
cost as possible.  
 
Plumpton Hub – Land south of the 
Plough 
Ben Ellis from Bedford Park Developments 
came to our last council meeting to update us 
on the plans for the site. The initial S106 
agreements required between the District 
Council and Bedford Park Developments are 
nearing completion. The plans for the site look 
very impressive and will include fewer large 
units but more units for small businesses plus 
a wellness centre and café/shop. 
Approximately half the field will be vineyard 
and an area in the northwest of the site will be 
leased to the Parish Council as a community 
space.  A lot of thought has gone into making 
the site sustainable and ecologically friendly 
with solar panels used where possible and 
surface water run-off used to maintain a green 
wall and create landscaped new ponds. Ben 
introduced the possibility of a future planning 
application to provide a few small eco-lodges 
to be used as holiday accommodation to the 
northeast of the site where vines could not be 
planted.  
 
Ken Beard – Postcard Collection 
Ken Beard, who lived in Plumpton all his life 
and died earlier this year aged 97, collected 
early photographs and postcards of Plumpton 
and East Chiltington. There are over 200 

postcards in the collection, and it would be 
nice for the collection to stay in Plumpton 
and to be kept together. If you would like to 
make a donation to keep the postcard 
collection together for the village then 
please contact Lee Stevens on 07887562721 
or email plumptonvillagesociety@gmail.com 
 
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES  
We are sad to report that Councillor Joe 

Moorcroft has resigned from the Parish 
Council. We thank Joe for his service 
during his time with us. 

If you want to contribute and have a say in 
how your village runs and engage with 
the community then why not sit on the 
Parish Council? Please contact our Clerk 
Anita Emery if interested. 
anita.emery@plumptonpc.co.uk 

 
The date of the next Parish Council meeting 
is October 8th, 19:45hrs at the Village 
Hall. Members of the public are welcome to 
attend  



Rupert Thacker 
Furniture Restoration Services 

 

Including Furniture repairs, Polishing etc. of 
Antique, Contemporary, and Reproduction  

Furniture 
 

Fletching,  E Sussex, TN22 3TQ 
 

Tel : 01825-713111 (Workshop) 
Mobile: 07950-035044 

Email: sales@rupert-thacker.com 
Website: www.rupert-thacker.com 

The Greenhouse 

B&B in the heart of Plumpton Green 

Separate annex, sleeps 4 

Previously known as ‘Edgington Cottage’ 

To book please call Clare 

07747 036049 
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 A clean carpet isn’t all we 
guarantee…… 

 

• Carpet Cleaning & Repairs, 
retufting & reweaving 

• Upholstery Cleaning 

• Rug Cleaning including Wool & 
Silk 

• Curtain Dry Cleaning on-site-at-
the-window 

• Carpet Moth Treatment Service 

• Fire & Flood Clean-Up Service 

Now celebrating 24 years of providing 1st class 

service 

in Plumpton, Plumpton Green, East Chiltington, 

Lewes & Brighton. 
 

Call Paul or Liz on 01273 733339 

For a free no-obligation quotation 

Or email paul@servicemasterbrighton.co.uk 

See our website for special offers    

www.servicemasterclean.co.uk/plumpton-
green 
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Housing Update 
 On 30 July 2024, the District Council 
received a letter from the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and Local 
Government, regarding the Government’s 
consultation on a new National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF). The Parish 
Council at its next meeting is going to 
discuss how best to respond to this.  There 
have already been several very well 
supported consultations which have made 
the case that the Parish is not suitable for 
large scale development due to a number 
of reasons, but particularly transport 
infrastructure, and we will be discussing 
again how best to respond to the 
Government about the particular 
circumstances of our local area.  The battle 
now is to help LDC convince the 
Government that an increased housing 
target in the district is unrealistic due, 
amongst other issues, the restricted 
amount of available land. 
  
For those that want to express their views 
directly on the NPPF, there is a form via 
Citizens Space through which individuals as 
well as organisations can input their 
responses to a series of questions.  The 
deadline to do this is September 
24th 2024.  The link is: https://
consult.communities.gov.uk/planning/
planning-reform/consultation/subpage.2024
-07-30.2126027039/ 
  
In related planning news earlier this 
Summer one of our counsellors attended a 
meeting with Lewes District Council (LDC) 
and asked a question about the potential 
impact on planning applications due the 
LDC being placed in ‘Special 
Measures’.  The response from Neil Collins 
(Head of Development Management LDC) 
was it means developers can now submit 
applications direct to the Planning 
Inspectorate (PINS) without going through 

LDC, without right of appeal from LDC or the 
developer, ie taking the planning decision 
away from LDC, which might encourage 
developers to submit speculative 
plans.  However, applications for Lewes 
district need to have a linked CIL 
(Community Infrastructure Levy); and 
applications going direct to the planning 
inspectorate (PINS) will not have this and will 
as a consequence be rejected. Developers 
are therefore being advised that they should 
submit plans through the usual District 
Council route to ensure the CIL is included. 
What this rather technical point means is it 
would be an extremely risky (and expensive) 
route for the North Barns Farm Partnership 
(Eton Town/Wellbeck) to submit a 
speculative application direct to the Planning 
Inspectorate, and if they were to do anything 
it would need to be direct to LDC, and as we 
know LDC has previously said the site is not 
deliverable or developable. 
  
Parish Events 
 We are going ahead with the container to 
house the marquees and tables and chairs 
for future parish events.  We will first need 
to lay a foundation to hold the container 
which is going in the field near the 
playground. 
  
We are also planning a future litter pick 
day.  The date has not been decided yet but 
it is likely to take place next March. 
  
Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 17th September, 2024 
at 7:00 PM 
This meeting will be held at Beechwood Hall, 
Cooksbridge. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend. 
 
TECT have been informed by the farmer in 
the last week that he hopes to have sheep 
grazing on the TECT field from around mid 
October. At the moment we do not have any 
more information than that but will endeavor 
to keep you updated as and when we receive 
information. Please for now be prepared for 
possible sheep grazing on the field from mid 
October. The length of time is to be 
determined. Please check the TECT website 
and local Facebook groups for further 
updates. 



Plumpton 
Flower Club 

 
We are pleased to welcome 

 
Lucinda Knapman 

 
Who will be giving a 

demonstration 
entitled 

 
“More Fabulous Flowers!” 

 
On 

 
Wednesday 16th October 

 
At Plumpton Village Hall          
Commencing at 7.30pm 
Members £3, Visitors £8 
Including refreshments 

 

There will be a raffle at the end 
of the evening with a chance to 
win one of  

Lucinda’s lovely floral 
arrangements. 

 

For any enquiries please call Jo 
Hale on 07719887590 

Is the Parish of Plumpton rich 
now that the Rectory and the 

glebe land has been sold? 
 
An interesting question and one that 
may have crossed your mind at some 
point as you pass the Rectory Meadows 
building site.  As a result of this 
development, the Parish received a new 
Rectory, which will be much easier to 
heat and maintain and £30,000.  The 
remaining proceeds go to the Diocese, 
who owned the glebe land, and will 
mainly fund clergy salaries. 
 
All Parishes make a contribution to the 
work of their Diocese (the Parish Share) 
and in addition are responsible for the 
maintenance of their buildings and land. 
This Parish has three churches to look 
after: St Michael, over 1000 years old 
grade1 listed and on the Heritage at Risk 
Register; East Chiltington, around 800 
years old grade 2 listed; and All 
Saints.  You can appreciate the repair 
and maintenance costs are extremely 
high and this money will help towards 
ongoing care. 
 
We hope you agree that the presence of 
the church is of great importance to the 
community and a focal point at special 
times of the year.  All Saints is open 
every day as a place of quiet and 
reflection - even if it is just a few 
minutes on a busy day. 
 
We aim to be an integral part of the 
community.  If you would like to help in 
any way, big or small, you will be most 
welcomed.  
 
Contact Churchwardens:  Janice Doran 
(jncdoran@gmail.com) or Howard Wood 
(hawood167@hotmail.com) for further 
information. 
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Tree Surgery ● Hedge Maintenance  
Fire Wood 

Stump Grinding ● Strimming 
Woodland Management Schemes 

 

Experienced ● Insured £5m 
Free Quotation 

 

BSc (Enviro Mgt) ● LOLER Inspector 
NPTC 

Charlie Layfield 
Office: 01825 724655 

Mobile: 07888 838423 
www.treewise.co.uk 

Heath Farm 
 Holiday Cottages 

South Road, Plumpton Green 
 

Three 4 star cottages sleeping  
two, four and six.  
 Suitable disabled 

Minimum 2 night stay 
Regret no smoking or pets. 

01273 890712 
www.heath-farm.com 

Plumpton Pilates  

Morning and evening group classes 

in Plumpton Village Hall. 

 

1:1 Pilates at home also available. 

Please contact Charis 07881 825007 

charispilates@gmail.com 

Help You can Trust 
 

Services Provided: Companionship, Dementia 
Support, Domestic Duties, Medication Assistance, 
Gardening (basic), Personal care, Transport 
services, Meal preparation, Post hospital care, 
Respite care, Secretarial and Administrative 
assistance, Shopping assistance, Social 
activities. 
Contact: Anna Rummeli 
Mobile: 07511 351 807  
Email: aowellness1@gmail.com 
 

Member of the National Association of Care and Support 
workers 
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P. M BUILDERS  

 
5 School Cottages, 

East Chiltington  
 

For all your  
building  
needs  

 
Tel: 01273- 890964  
Mobile 07813 114470  

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER  

Painter 
Decorative Paint Finishes, 
Domestic, Business 
& Building Trade 
Michael Webber 
 
michael.webber6@yahoo.co.uk 

01273 890779 
07880 558 556 
 
2 School Cottage 
East Chiltington 
Lewes BN7 3AY 

 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

Amy Cooper BSc (hons), MSc, HCPC, MCSP 
 

Physiotherapy assessment and treatment in 
the comfort of your own home. 

All musculoskeletal, neurological and 
respiratory conditions treated. 

 
Remedial massage/Sports massage 

Manipulation     Mobilisation 
Exercise prescription     Dry needling 

Electrotherapy   Work station assessments 
 

Telephone 07866 762999 
accooper362@gmail.com 



Tuesday Lunch Club 

This meets in the church annex at 12.15pm for 12.30 p.m. and offers food and 

friendship weekly.  The lunch is open to everyone and you will receive a warm 

welcome and the chance to chat whilst enjoying a hearty meal. There is a choice of 

meat based, vegetarian and gluten free dishes, served with vegetables, French bread 

and green salad. A variety of puddings are complimented by tea, coffee, cheese and 

biscuits. 

If you have skills to offer, join our team of volunteers or perhaps you might contribute 

an occasional dish.  Your help would be gratefully received. Please contact The Rev 

Anne Dunlop in the first instance, or one of the Churchwardens. 

All Saints Churchyard tidy up 
 
Saturday 12th October 2024 
10.00 am to 12.30 pm 
 
Followed by Bacon butties , hot drinks 
and the odd glass of beer in the Church Annex 
 
Bring your own gloves, tools and wheelbarrows 
Secateurs, strimmers and rakes are useful too! 
 
Everyone is welcome! 
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 Small local classes (max 4)  

 Flexible times Beginners & Intermediate  

Individual FaceTime lessons £25 

NEW! Walk and talk Conversation small 

groups; “Promenade” & “Passeggiata” 

                        

 

email: seegreenwaitrose@gmail.com   

LEARN HOW TO SHOOT A 
BOW 

Plumpton Bowmen hold 
Beginners’ Courses twice a 
year in April and October on the 
Playing Field. 
 

We hold Have-A-Go sessions 
the 3rd Sunday of the month 
from April to August from 2pm 
to 3.30pm. 

For further information see: 
www.plumpton-bowmen.org.uk 

HOME CHARLES CARS 

Plumpton Based 

Private Hire Taxi Company 

• AIRPORT TRANSFER SERVICE 

• PRESTIGE VEHICLES 

• COMPETITIVE TAXI PRICES 

• CORPORATE ACCOUNTS 

• CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 

• SALOONS AND ESTATES 

• PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE DRIVERS 
 

077 344 89222  

homecharles@btinternet.com 

Guy Sumners  

Window Cleaning 
J&B Services 

- Conservatory and roof   Betty: 07941 899324 
- Fascia     Jerry: 07941 899754 
- Gutters clearing 
- Cladding      email: info@jandbcleaning.co.uk 
- Solar panels    website: jandbcleaning.co.uk 
- Patio Jet washing etc.   Facebook: J&B Cleaning Services 

Sean Mannion Carpentry 07958647918  seanmannion67@gmail.com  

Skilled carpenter with 30+ years’ experience. 
 
Services include:     Bespoke fitted furniture  Heritage timber building restoration 

Garden decking   Raised garden beds 
Door hanging   Timber cladding 
Understairs storage solutions First fix carpentry 
 

Harrods trained, I pride myself on quality of workmanship and reliability.  I can provide a 
portfolio of previous work on request.  Fully insured. 

www.seanmannioncarpentry.co.uk  
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PLUMPTON FESTIVE FAIR 

In support of St Peter and St James Hospice 

Saturday 30 November 2024 

At the Village Hall, West Gate, Plumpton Green BN7 3BQ 

From 12 noon till 4.00 pm 

£1 entry, children under 14 free 

 

Many stalls with crafts and consumables, Raffle (1st prize £100) 

Father Christmas (from 2 pm) 

 

As part of the event, we will be holding a Grand Raffle with a first prize of £100 and 
many other lovely prizes.  Look out for books of raffle tickets in November’s issue. 

 

We would appreciate bottles of wine for the “Wine and Water” stall. Deliver to 30 
West Gate. 

 

There are a few tables still available.  If you are interested in having a table, please 
contact: Sue Akers – sueakers@hotmail.com. 01273 891701. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  
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Andy 
Westgate 

Local plumpton based 
gas safe registered 
plumbing & heating 
engineer  

 

07415529656  

awestgateheating@hotmail.com  

The Jolly Sportsman 
Idyllic, cosy, country pub with rooms  

 

Events 
10th October - Cocktail Masterclass hosted by Emily Alexander 6pm - 8pm £30 per head  

19th October - Jolly Wine Society 6pm - 7.30pm £30 per head 
24th October - Vineyard Collaboration with Ridgeview - Tour, tasting and paired dinner - £90 

per head from 4pm 
*Please note from 1st October 2024 - 31st March 2025 we will be closed for Sunday 
dinner service and ALL DAY TUESDAYS. Breakfast will also no longer be available to 
the public any day of the week 
hello@thejollysportsman.com    01273 890400               www.thejollysportsman.com 
Chapel Lane, East Chiltington, Lewes, BN7 3BA 
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Rev. Anne Dunlop 

This last weekend (14 September) the 
annual Ride & Stride event took place.  
Noble souls are sponsored to walk or ride 
(bike, horse, car, electric buggy) to 
churches across the county and explore 
some of Sussex's unique historic buildings 
and raise money for the church or chapel 
of their choice as well as for the Sussex 
Historic Churches Trust.   Fifty per cent of 
the funds raised goes to the participant’s 
Church (or choice of organisation), and 
50% goes to the Sussex Historic Churches 
Trust who work to preserve historic places 
of worship, of all denominations, 
throughout Sussex.  
 
My church volunteer now organises this 
from the comfort of his office chair, apart 
from the time spent placing the sign-up 
sheets in our five churches for these noble 
folk to sign their names to prove their 
visit.   However, I understand that in the 
past he was very much involved.  On one 
occasion he organised a mini-bus and took 
people from Plumpton to Chichester to 
visit the churches in the city, spurred on, 
no doubt, by the promise of a splendid tea 
in one of the city’s cafés before setting off 
back home.  
 
Many of the Sussex churches are well 
worth a visit and I am often contacted by 
individuals and groups who are doing an 
‘historic church tour’ with a request that 
one or another is opened.   Keeping 
churches open is not simply about 
meeting the requests of ‘church-visitors’.   
There is a theological and missional 
imperative for keeping churches open in 
towns and villages, as much as possible.  
 
One of the most uncomfortable things in 
the pandemic were the many months 
when church buildings were closed.  In 
retrospect this was perhaps unnecessary 
and unwise, but much that happened 
during that extraordinary time, dealing 

with the unknown, could be in that 
category.   
 
All Saints in Plumpton is open daily.  A 
church is a physical representation of 
God’s presence with his people.  An open 
church invites people to come in, just as 
God invites us to find and meet him in 
our everyday life.  Someone has 
commented that “If a church is closed, it 
may as well not be there.” 
 
Churches explain faith through their 
buildings, the architecture and 
furnishings.  One of the barriers for 
people coming to church for the first time 
is an anxiety about what to expect.  
Being brave enough to come on a Sunday 
morning can be a bit too much, so an 
open church during the week gives an 
enquirer a chance to get to know the 
space.   
 
Importantly the building provides a space 
for the grieving, lonely, lost, or 
distressed.  The act of lighting a candle 
or simply sitting in silence can be a 
deeply healing one.  The building is a 
form of ministry that does not require 
any human intervention. 
 
Having the church open also speaks 
about vulnerability; the church is not a 
place of power or prejudice but an open 
space for all.  This is common ground 
where everyone belongs. 
 
The Church of England is custodian of 
thousands of sacred spaces, set apart for 
life-changing encounters with the God to 
whose glory they were built and 
consecrated. 
 
Rev Anne Dunlop 
revannedunlop@gmail.com 
 07929 571522 
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  Church Services for October  2024 

 
Wednesday 2nd October        Harvest Festival at Plumpton College 
St Michael’s         2.30pm                  Do come and join the students.                                                       
        
Sunday   6th October              Trinity 19 Dedication Sunday/Harvest Festival                  
All Saints          11.00am.          Harvest Festival Communion                               

Sunday  13th October             Trinity 20                  Prisons Sunday                                                               
All Saints                  11 .00am.         Family Communion     

Sunday  20th October             Trinity 21                 Healthcare Sunday                                   
All Saints                            11.00am.                  Family Communion 

 Sunday 27th October            Trinity 22         Last after Trinity Bible Sunday                                            
All Saints         11.00am                    Family Communion  

Sunday  3rd November       Trinity 23                4 Before Advent                                                                                 
All Saints Church Annex        10.30am      Open Church                                                            

The service on the 6th October will be followed by a Village Harvest 
Festival lunch and auction of produce in the village hall.     Please join us if 
you can. 

From May to September(only) the service on the fourth Sunday in the 
month is at East Chiltington                                                                                                 

Where there is a fifth Sunday in the month the service is at St Michael’s 
Plumpton at 11.00 a.m. 

Every Tuesday -   A weekly time of reflection and a short Communion 
Service is held at All Saints Church at 11.30 a.m. 

 If you are unable to make your way to any of our church services then please 
contact one of our churchwardens who will arrange transport. 

For general church matters please contact Rev Anne Dunlop 01273 890006 
revannedunlop@gmail.com in the first instance or one of the Churchwardens. 

East Chiltington  -  Janice Doran 07484 348341       jncdoran@gmail.com 

Plumpton                Howard  Wood  07794484373   hawood167@hotmail.com 

                                   Help Needed 

Can you volunteer? We are looking for additional volunteers to transport members of 
our congregation to church for services; or to become part of the team caring and 
cleaning the churches and Annex ; to help with hospitality and coffee after the 
services.  

Please contact a churchwarden if you can help or Bob Doran 07484 138203 

Want to hire the Church Annex?      Please speak to Bob Doran 



VH = Village Hall                 HQ = Scout HQ                        TC = Tennis Club 

StM = St Michael’s                ANX = Church Annex               PAV = Pavilion  
ECC = East Chiltington Church          Sch = Plumpton School            ALC= All Saints Church 

BOOKINGS 
Village Hall & Pavilion:              Jane Donovan 07747 050903  or 01273 891036 
Church Annex             Bob Doran 01273 890211 or 07484 348341  

VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
 

6th Oct  - Harvest Festival Lunch 12.15pm     VH 
10th Oct  - Happy Circle talk ‘ Wildlife Rescue’ 2  -  4    ANX 
12th Oct  - All Saints Tidy Up 10am      ALC 
16th Oct  - Flower Club ‘More Flowers Please’ 7.30pm    VH 
18th Oct  - Footpath Soc AGM 7.30pm      PAV 
26th Oct  - Jumble Sale in aid of Village Hall 2  - 4pm    VH 
 

16th Nov  - Plumpton Tennis Club Quiz Night 7pm    VH 
22nd Nov  -  Hort. Soc.  AGM 7.30       VH 
23rd Nov  - ‘Journey of the Magi’  6.30pm     VH 
 

30th Nov- St. Peter & St. James   Festive Fair     VH 
 

PROGRAMME FOR  
September 2024 

 
Wednesday 9th October  
Meet 10.30 at Millbrook Forest car park for a 6.5 m circular walk around Nutley 
Walk Leader: Bernie Kempton 01825722649 / 07791247025 
Friday 18th October -  
AGM - 7.30 - in the Sports Pavilion  
Sunday 20th October  
Meet Ansty Rec., Deaks Lane (RH17 5AS) for a 5m walk through woods and fields 
and some country lanes. 

Plumpton & District 
Footpath Society 



Plumpton & East Chiltington 
Good Neighbours 

 
Telephone Contact 07478 524152 

 
Do you need help or someone to talk 
to? We are a group of local volunteers 
who offer a befriending service and 
help with everyday things such as 
shopping and simple household jobs, 
to anyone needing support. We can 
help on a regular or one off basis and, 
there are no charges associated with 
our help, with the exception of travel 
costs if we transport you somewhere 
such as to the doctors or another 
similar appointment. All our volunteers 
are DBS checked. 

 
 It doesn’t matter what age group you 
are in or whether your family is local. 
If you feel you would like our help or, 
to talk about how we may help you, 
please phone Gina or Alison on the 
above number or, you can email us at: 
pecgoodneighbours@gmail.com 

 
New volunteers are always needed 

and very welcome. If you are 
interested in joining our team please 
get in touch on the contact details 

above.  

Uckfield, Lewes & Newick 
Arts Society 

 

October 9th 2.30 in the Civic 
Hall Uckfield 

 
History of American Art in 25 

Iconic Works:  Marie Anne Mancio 
 

The Key moments in American history, 
the Gold Rush, Civil War, Civil Rights 
Movement these all found expression 
in painting, sculpture, land art and 
photography.  Through 25 iconic 
works by indigenous First 
Nation peoples, Edward Hopper, Kara 
Walker, Andy Warhol, Dorothea Lange 
and many others Dr Marie Anne 
Mancio will be giving a most 
interesting and entertaining lecture.  
 

 Dorothy Lange, was a documentary 
photographer notable for her striking 
images of the Depression in America.  
Andy Warhol’s American Cowboys and 
Indians series was a subject which had 
fascinated him throughout his life and 
career. Warhol loved watching 
Hollywood Westerns, but also wanted 
to show more about the true, un-
glamorised history of Native America. 
 

Dr Marie-Anne Mancio trained as an 
artist before gaining a PhD in Art and 
Critical Theory from the University of 
Sussex.  She has written and 
presented courses for Tate and 
Dulwich Picture Gallery; writes 
reviews, catalogue essays and 
historical fiction; and is a frequent 
visitor to Italy. She is currently writing 
a book about Caravaggio.  
    

 If you want to become a member of 
our society, please contact me for 
further information.  Visitors of course 
are always welcome, £8 on the door 
please.  
 

Annette Shelford annette@shelford.net 
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NOW WE ARE 6!! CHAILEY 

REPAIR CAFÉ BREAKS 
ANOTHER RECORD! 

 
Thanks to all who came to make our 6th 
birthday such a great success – we hit 
an all-time record for August of 88 
repairs, one of which was a superb 
model Ferrari battery operated car. See 
the photo on Facebook! 
 
Amazingly, in 6 years we have tackled 
more than 5000 of your items – we 
now have 40 volunteers, including a 
range of talented repairers, not 
forgetting our brilliant reception and 
legendary refreshments teams. 
 
Many folks have been kind enough to 
write to congratulate us on our 
achievement – we were one of the very 
first Repair Cafes in this part of the 
country and only the 66th in the UK. 
There are now at least 30 throughout 
the South East and more than 300 in 
the UK – we are in a growth industry! 
 
We'll be delighted to see you and your 
broken stuff – please try to help us by 
bringing any connecting leads and if 
the item connects to speakers, bring 
one with you. Remember to check any 
batteries  to make sure they aren't 
flat!!! 
 
We’re all set for the rest of 2024.  Don't 
forget we can get very busy, so be 
prepared to wait and enjoy some 
refreshments while you do so. Only one 
item at a time please (although you 
can go round again if there’s time) and 
try not to arrive too late as we may not 
be able to accommodate you! 

 
Chailey Repair Café is part of a world-
wide movement where volunteer 
experts repair things free of charge – 
although a donation towards running 
costs is invited. Anyone can bring along 
broken items or clothing needing repair 
from home, and have a cuppa and a 
cake and then watch while your repair 
is done in front of you. 
 
You’ll find us at St Peter’s Church, 
Chailey on the A275 at Chailey Green 
normally on the second Saturday   of 
each month (14th September, 12th 
October and so on) between 1000hrs 
and 1300hrs where we have a full Café 
service including our legendary cakes!  
 
Not sure if we can fix your broken item?  
Contact us at chaileyrc@gmail.com and 
we’ll see what we can do to help. 
 
See you very soon!! 
 
Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair 
Café team 



John Church electrician 

Professional, Courteous 

Local Electrician 
For all your electrical needs 

 

Fully Qualified - Part P Registered 

All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured 

 

Call John 

01273 900251 
info@johnchurchelectrician.co.uk 
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NEED AN ELECTRICIAN ? 
 

KJB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 

Your local electrician, based in Plumpton 
Green. 

Part ‘P’ compliant & Fully Insured 
For a free no obligation quote, 

Call or Email Ken 
T. 07766455378 

E. kjbelectricalltd@gmail.com  

07504224335  

Love Your Clothes 
 

Get Ready For  
That Special Occasion/Holiday 
Just Revamp, Shorten, Mend 

 
I make curtains/cushions, kids stuff & 

lots more.  Give Me A Ring 
 
Fran:  01273890731, 07719539513  
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Plumpton Green Bowling Club 
 

Autumn / Winter Season 2024 / 2025 
 

Have you ever fancied having a go at Short Mat Bowls ? It’s fun, entertaining, 

sometimes frustrating, not too energetic and open to all age groups and genders 

from inside or outside the village. We are a friendly welcoming bunch with sessions 

are on Thursdays in Plumpton Village Hall from 7.00pm until 9.30pm, 

unless otherwise notified. 

 

Short Mat Bowls is played indoors on 40ft mats, compatible with the English Short 

Mat Bowling Association laws and regulations. Our Club is a member of the 

Wealden Short Mat Bowls League which, in turn, is part of the East Sussex Short 

Mat Bowls Association. There is absolutely no obligation for members of the Club to 

take part in league games but, suffice to say, we finished runners- up in Division 1 

last season. 

 

A small weekly attendance fee is charged only after three ‘taster’ sessions, and a 

club membership fee is levied annually. Our weekly sessions are in two halves with 

a tea/coffee break about 8.30pm. There are occasional additional weekly sessions 

for the enthusiastic bowlers amongst us, which are notified in advance. For those 

aspiring to be selected for a  league match, home and away fixtures are notified a 

few weeks in advance by our Match Secretary / Captain. 

 

All you need to start with is to bring along trainers or similar, with clean soles, to 

avoid damage to the mats. We have sets of woods (bowls) available to initially try 

your hand at the game, and further information can be obtained from Malcolm 

Beard on 01273 890826. 

 

This year we are pleased to advise being sponsored by  

Mansell McTaggart, Estate Agents. 
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Top Trader 

 
07707806920 

stevedartnell84@gmail.com  

 

Shades Of Sussex 
 

High Spec female Painter & 
Decorator 

 

Competitive Quotes 
References Provided 

Fully Insured  

07874 603503 
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Plumpton & East 
Chiltington Wildlife  

 
Trees with Eyes 

 
Don’t be alarmed, readers. I am not 
about to embark on a creepy story fit 
for the month of Halloween. This 
month’s article explores the arboreal 
feature known as ‘Southern Eyes’  - 
although, as will be revealed, they 
aren’t always on the Southern side. 
 
Trees lose twigs and branches regularly, 
a process called abscission. As a tree 
grows new branches these can cast 
shade on the ones below. A branch that 
doesn’t help leaves to harvest light to 
allow the tree to grow and thrive serves 
no purpose, and will be shed by the 
tree. When a branch is no longer 
productive, the tree will shut it down 
and use resins and gums in the wood to 
form a seal at the junction with the 
trunk, protecting the opening in the 
trunk from pathogens that could enter 
and kill the whole specimen.  
 
When the join between the branch and 
trunk is securely sealed, the branch is 
cut off from water and nutrients and 
dies soon afterwards. With smaller 
twigs and branches, the process of 
shedding can be completed in one or 
two years. With a larger branch, its 
shedding process is naturally slower. 
Branches become bare and bark-free. 
Fungi growth further weakens their hold 
until they snap and drop, leaving a 
stump which rots and withers away. 
 
The bark of a mature tree will reveal 
the places where dead branches once 
grew, and these marks are different to 
the clean cut of a mechanically removed 
branch. They resemble ‘eyes’ in a 
number of species, and are easier to 
spot on smooth-barked trees such as 

beech, aspen and birch - the latter 
usually showing an array of eyes from an 
almost continual shedding process. The 
description ‘southern eyes’ arises from 
the fact that trees grow more branches 
on the sunniest, brightest side. As the 
tree gets taller, they inevitably shed more 
branches from that side too.  
 
The prevalence of tree eyes facing south 
is cited as a natural navigation tool for 
those eschewing Google maps and all its 
works. However, some trees may be 
shaded on their southern aspect by other 
trees and man-made structures so the 
‘eye’ will reveal the direction where that 
particular specimen receives most light. 
 
Please share your tree eyes photos with 
the Wildlife Group website and cite 
whether they are actually looking south. 
There are some wonderful examples 
around the area. 
 
Jean Stewart 



56 High Street, Lewes 
01273 069006  or  07912 935889 

Email: office@charleswycherley.co.uk 
Living locally in the East Chiltington/Plumpton 

area. 
Competitive rates for locals 

Estate Agent and Chartered Surveyor 

ELECTRICIAN 
DEAN FERGUSON 

YOUR LOCAL CHAILEY BASED 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Registered with NAPIT to certify to part P 

No job too big, no job too small (labour VAT Free) 

Tel: 01825 723661  

MOB: 07754000147 
Email: deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk 
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PAY LESS  TAX 
Formerly with the world’s largest accountancy firm 

for many years, I am now available 

freelance, to deal with all tax/accountancy 

matters, at a fraction of company rates. 

Ring for a free meeting. 

LAWRENCE FLOWERS 
School House 

Plumpton Green, Lewes  BN7 3DP 

Tel: 01273 891505  
Email lawrie8f@gmail.com  

 

 
Community-run preschool in the heart 

of Plumpton Green 
Flexible hours available between 
 8.30-5pm Monday-Wednesday 
8.30-3.30pm Thursday & Friday  
Ofsted rated OUTSTANDING. 
The Pavilion, Plumpton Green 

hello@honeybeespreschool.co.uk 
www.honeybeespreschool.co.uk 

07786615686 
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Footpath 

Detective’s 

Diary: 

A Footpath Detectives Diary 
October 2024 

A wander in Kent and a Roman Villa 
 

This little wander is in the Darent Valley in 
north west Kent and is a little under 5 miles. 
My starting point was by the old bridge by The 
Lion PH in the village of Farningham. Said 
‘bridge’ is constructed of brick and flint with 
three arches with wooden hanging ‘gates’ but 
doesn’t connect anything in particular and so 
has been the subject of much speculation as 
to its purpose and origin. The Farningham 
Parish Council website says “the structure is in 
fact a cattle screen, built to prevent cattle 
from wandering downstream whilst crossing 
the ford”. The River Darent (sometimes spelt 
Darenth) is a shallow tributary to the River 
Thames. Its waters are fed by springs that run 
through chalk and so are very clear. My little 
wander took me up the valley a little through 
a couple of places I knew in my teens.  
 
I headed up the High Street to pass the 
Church on my right. It is dedicated to St Peter 
and St Paul and was built in the 13th Century 
most probably on the site of a Saxon Church. 
Farningham has a long history of settlement 
going back to Neolithic times, and the Romans 
settled there too. At a footpath sign on my 
right I followed a path that soon took me into 
Oliver Crescent, and then another path on my 
left that led into Till Avenue.  
 
At the Eynsford road I turned right for a short 
stretch on the main road and then onto a path 
parallel with it. Before long I was on Eynsford 
High Street passing the little terrace house 
that some friends moved into over 40 years 
ago, and I can still remember shivering at the 
house warming BBQ in the middle of winter. 
The house having been almost gutted meant 
that a BBQ in the garden was the only option. 
Opposite The Eynsford Parish Church of St 
Martin I turned right onto Riverside, the lane 

that fords the river. This little place is much 
photographed being very scenic and on sunny 
days there are many families enjoying a 
paddle and a picnic.  
 
I continued along Riverside and onto 
Lullingstone Lane where I found a path signed 
to my right that headed uphill through a 
wheatfield. Soon I had a view of the nine 
arched red brick Eynsford viaduct that carries 
the railway line across the Darent Valley. My 
path peaked to cross a tiny lane near the 
Eagle Heights Wildlife Foundation and then 
continued at the edge of the next field. I had 
lovely views of fields of wheat ripening and 
hedgerows, the Kent countryside I enjoyed as 
a youngster.  
 
At the end of the field I turned left to enjoy a 
downhill stretch to the river at Lullingstone 
right by the Roman Villa. Construction of this 
villa began in the 1st century and it was 
subsequently expanded in around 150AD. It 
was destroyed by fire in the 5th century and 
forgotten. In the mid 20th century it was 
rediscovered, excavated and the remains put 
on display. I remember visiting on a school 
trip when it was newly opened to the public 
and we were told how exciting the mosaic 
floor was, I’m not sure we were that 
impressed at the time, typical teens. From 
here it is possible to continue to Lullingstone 
Castle and The World Garden, a manor house 
that is only open to the public on event days 
so if you want to visit check their website  
 
I couldn’t find a clear path right by the river 
and so from the villa I followed Lullingstone 
Lane back towards Eynsford passing through 
one of the arches of the viaduct as I went. 
Before getting into the village I turned left 
onto Sparepenny Lane that is on a ridge above 
the river with more glimpses of Kent 
countryside. This little lane with a funny, if 
rather old fashioned name, took me back to 
Farningham where a right turn led me back to 
the Lion Inn and a large Sunday roast.  
 
EJH 
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Bird Watch 
 

 

 
Recently, I had a report of, what was 
described as a huge bird of prey with broad 
wings and a white tail. It was without doubt 
a White-tailed Eagle and about that date, 
one was recorded on the Sussex 
Ornithological website in the Lewes area. 
With a white tail, it must have been an adult. 
These birds  mature slowly and do not attain 
breeding plumage until five or six years of 
age. It was almost certainly from the birds 
released a few years ago on the Isle of 
Wight. Historically, they are known to have 
been there up until the end of the 1890’s but 
had been persecuted to extinction in this 
country. They are indeed enormous. One of 
their main prey species are geese of which 
there is no shortage. It was said that Canada 
geese became so numerous because they 
had no natural predators. Perhaps this 
changes that. 

 In those days any bird with a hooked 
beak was mercilessly sought and shot by 
gamekeepers or the nests destroyed. As a 
species became rarer, it would become a 
target for egg-collectors, who in those days 
sought and took the whole clutches and the 
rarer the species, the greater the trophy. In 
more recent years, efforts have been made 
to re-introduce them to their original range 
from young birds from Scandinavia where 
they were still abundant. With a species that 
matures so slowly, it would take a long time 
but White-tailed Eagles have now 
successfully bred in West Sussex so they 
should become a more regular sight. 

 Another species that has been 
successfully re-introduced is the Red Kite. In 
previous centuries, they were abundant, 
keeping towns sanitised as they were 
scavengers feeding mainly on carrion. 
Having a hooked beak, they too were almost 
eliminated from the country apart from a 
few pairs in mid-Wales where the nests were 
guarded from egg-collectors, by volunteers 
and the tiny population survived. Then, in 
the Home Counties, a re-introduction plan, 
release a number in the Chilterns. From 

there they have spread and can regularly be 
seen in Sussex. 

 Ospreys, also absent from Britain for 
many years, re-introduced themselves to 
Scotland in the late 1950’s. Even then, one 
of the early nests was victim of egg-
collectors who stole the eggs from one of 
the first sites. As they feed exclusively on 
fish, were the target of those running 
salmon and trout fisheries which let to their 
demise. Now, though most are found 
breeding in Scotland, some also breed on 
the big reservoirs further south. In spring 
and autumn, on their migration to and from 
West Africa they are regularly reported over 
lakes or estuaries in Sussex. 

 Another species that has been 
introduced is more contentious. The White 
Stork now thriving in West Sussex has never 
been persecuted in this country and hasn’t 
got a hooked beak as have the previous 
species and there is little evidence that they 
were ever in Britain. I am told that 
Storrington, the name derived from “the 
town of the storks”, is the only very tenuous 
connection with that species. Let’s hope they 
do not upset the balance of indigenous 
species as other alien introductions have. 

 It is the season that many of the 
farm and roadside hedges are cut and I 
would like to make a plea for the 
recommendations for trimming them for the 
best for wildlife be followed. A hedge with a 
flat broad top is no good for birds or for the 
welfare of the hedge. The code of practise is 
a roof-shaped hedge so that there is a depth 
of cover for the birds to nest. A flat top 
leaves no cover and the new growth goes 
outward, leaving the centre weak and, if we 
were ever get heavy snow again, could 
collapse. 

R.J.L. 
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ACCOUNTANCY  
& TAXATION SERVICES 

Kelvin Speirs 
Fyndings, Station Road 

Plumpton Green 

Lewes BN7 3BX    Tel: 01273 890785 

Email: kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com 

 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Traditional & Power Sweeping 

Tel. 01273 858568 Mob.07889 485832 

Fully insured        Friendly & Reliable  

Therapeutic Yoga - 1:1 tuition  
20+ years experience 

Movement and Stillness for body and mind for people living with 
Learning and Physical Differences 

Neurological Conditions 
Dementia 

Frailty 

For more details contact Amber  
07795 170803 / ambertheward@hotmail.com 

Advertise Here !! 

Contact 
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 

 
Or  

 
Phone 

01273 891427 

 Beautifully made 

curtains, Roman 

blinds, cushions & 

soft furnishings. 

Alterations & repairs 

to existing curtains 

& soft furnishings. 

All carried out by a 

fully trained 

professional curtain 

maker. 

Call/WhatsApp 
07711995385 or email  
judith@sewjudith.co.uk 

Pet Photographer 
 
Bea Bowen BA - Recently graduated from uni 

Keep the memory of your little friends forever 

Animal lover       Friendly       Professional 

Contact me for more information 

       08856363603  

Beabowenphotography 

beabowen14@gmail.com  
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MPS Electrics 

 
For all your electrical needs 

 
Local Electrician 

Fully qualified/insured 
 
 
Contact Marcus on 
 
Tel: 01273 525545 
Mob:07546505447 
email: mpselectrics@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Advertise Here !! 

Contact 
pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 

 
Or  

 
Phone 

01273 891427 
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w w w . c h a i l e y c o m m o n s . o r g . u k   

Chailey Commons 

Society 

 
Our summer events help people get 
closer to nature on the commons:  
Following our night-safari and the 
popular butterfly and nightjar walks, the 
August bug hunt saw a small group of 
children shaking branches of trees over a 
white sheet spread on the ground to 
spot aphids, shield bugs, grasshoppers 
and spiders. We also enjoyed good 
sightings of dragonflies and damsel flies 
at the new pond on Pound Common.   
 We analysed the nightjar information 
recorded by our team of 18 volunteers 
on the evening of 1st and 22nd June and 
are pleased to find that five territories 
have been recorded this summer, where 
male birds have been defending areas of 
heathland for breeding.  At the end of 
August, as the breeding season finished, 
we removed the Wildlife refuge signs 
and main path closures on Red House 
Common and Memorial Common. Thank 
you to everyone that cooperated with 
the wildlife refuge path restrictions and 
prevented dogs entering these areas set 
aside for ground nesting birds during the 
summer. 
 
In August, our small herd of Exmoor 
ponies was joined by three new ponies, 
now totalling seven mares grazing on 
Red House Common throughout the 
year. Their grazing is essential to keep 
the heathland, its paths and rides open 
and to maintain some short turf areas 
too.  We have noticed that the new 
ponies do appear more interested in 
people, but they must be left alone to 
function as an independent free ranging 
herd. So please just enjoy them from a 
distance. Feeding these hardy free 
ranging ponies will harm their health and 

can be fatal through choking. This also 
encourages greedy behaviour with risk 
of dogs or people being kicked. The 
ponies are here to do conservation 
grazing and have plenty of rough 
forage that they thrive on, and our 
team of pony checkers monitor their 
condition daily.  
 
We will be making traditional besom 
brooms this month using the birch 
branches that we cut on Red House 
Common in January. The birch was 
tightly bundled and stored over the 
summer and our brooms will be good 
for Halloween fun and to sweep 
Autumn leaves. We hope to sell some 
at fetes and stalls. Do look out for 
these sustainable local brooms. 
 
We look forward this month to our 
next meetings –  
 
Sunday 6th October – Autumn Bird 
Walk with Adrian. Meet at Pound 
Common car park at 9.000.a.m 
Thursday 10th October Indoor meeting 
Chailey Village Hall – Talk on the Lost 
Wood Project. 
Friday 18th October – Fungi Walk with 
Martin Allison 10.00.am – 12.15 p.m. 
Meet at Pound Common car park – 
cost: £5. Booking essential to 
‘members@chaileycommons.org.uk’ 
 
For further information, visit our 
website – 
www.chaileycommons.org.uk or our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
chaileycommons/ or 
friendsofmarkstakescommon.weebly.co
m 
 
William Coleman 
01444 831098 
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Citizens Advice is issuing the following advice for those worried about changes to 
the Winter Fuel Payment: 
 
You might be eligible for Pension Credit if you have a low income. You've got until 
21 December to apply and still receive the Winter Fuel Payment if you’re successful. 
 
The Winter Fuel Payment (WFP) will only be paid to those claiming Pension Credit 
and pension aged people in receipt of income support, Universal Credit, income-
related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA), income-based Jobseeker’s 
Allowance (JSA), Income Support and tax credits. This will cover mixed age couples 
and people who are working/responsible for children and who are not in receipt of 
pension credit, so it’s really important to check whether you are eligible. 
 
A pensioner in receipt of tax credits will need to make a claim for a WFP (it should 
be automatic for people in receipt of the other benefits). 
 
To find out more about eligibility for Pension Credit and how to apply you can go to 
the Citizens Advice website. 
 
Details of how to claim Pension Credit and Universal Credit by phone, post or online 
via the gov.uk website. 
Please contact Lewes District Citizens Advice if you would like support in checking 
eligibility or making an application www.lewesdistrictca.org.uk or to talk to a local 
adviser call freephone 0808 278 7892 Tuesdays – Thursdays 10am to 3pm. Please 
note we are a charity and demand for our service is currently exceptionally high, 
thank you for your patience. 

   Lewes District Citizens Advice 

    

15 – 19 Chapel Street   www.lewesdistrictca.org.uk 
Newhaven         
BN9 9PN        
@Lewescab1 
 
Contact : Sophie Hoffman 01273 007556 



Baby & Toddler Group Charlotte 01273 891086 

British Legion Reg Lanaway 890070 

Brownies girlguiding.org.uk 

Chailey Commons Society William Coleman 01444 831923 

Cricket Club Kelvin Speirs 890785 

Flower Club Sue Akers 891701 

Football Club Paul Manville 07813 114470 

Footpath Society Judy Lawrenson 01273 472277 

Guides girlguiding.org.uk  

Happy Circle Cherie Winchester 891592 

Honeybees Preschool  07786 615686 

Horticultural Society Lin Pilfold 01273 475594 

Hospice Support Group Sue Akers 891701 

Junior Football Darryl Bailey                 07792 686673 

Oil Buying Group Diane Marks                 07929 336065  

Pantomime Society Penny Acton 01273 891427 

Plumpton Activity Scheme Becca Baker  

                                                plumptonactivityscheme@gmail.com  

Plumpton Bowmen Mark Piercy 07799 467997  

Plumpton Camera Club Tim Honess 01273 890582 

Plumpton & East Chiltington   07478 524152  

Good Neighbours  Gina Hawthorne  

Plumpton Rude Mechanical Lee Stevens 07887 562721 

Theatre Co. Friends 

Plumpton Short Mat Bowls Malcolm Beard 890826 

Plumpton Tennis Club Lesley Satchell 07590 354420 

Plumpton Village Society Lee Stevens 07887 562721 

PPTFA Marie Leviston 891497 

Plumpton Vol Driving Gill Medhurst 01273 890055 

 Bookings  - Jackie 07855213947 

Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk 

Rugby Club Mike Allen 890076 

Scouts Rodney Hills 890410 

Southdown East Pony Club Mike Nichols 01444 452295 

Stoolball Club Jo Taylor 890450 

Turning Pointe Dance Classes office.turningpointe@gmail.com 

Wildlife Group   Jean Stewart  
    plumptonwildlife@gmail.com 

For changes or new 
entries: 
phone:  
         01273 891427 
Email: 
pecncopy@gmail.com 

Plumpton & East Chiltington News 
 
Advertising & Admin: Barry Luck  
   Email: pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 01273 891 427 
Typesetting:             Penny Acton  
   Email: pecncopy@gmail.com 01273 891 427 
Distributed by: Christine Millum 01273 890854 
Printed By;   Devon Print Ltd. 077955 66066   
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Plumpton & East Chiltington  

News 

 

 

If you have a business providing services 

in the Plumpton and East Chiltington 

area and would like to advertise in this 

magazine please email: 

 

pecntreasurer@btinternet.com 


